
 

Creation in Christ Sunday 

Worship Service 

August 30 – 9:00 a.m. 

Gathering 

 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness: 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our hope, our heart, our home. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

P:  Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, 

C:  we confess that we participate in systems that perpetuate oppression and injustice. We are 

often numb to the pain of the world around us, resistant to change that costs us something, and 

reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves. We sin against your good creation, failing to be 

faithful stewards of the land, the sea, and all their creatures. Make your home among us once 

more, O God, naming us beloved and opening our hearts to do your will. Amen. 

 

P:  All of us are both saints and sinners…Nothing can ever separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:         “Beautiful Savior”   (ELW #838)       

 

Beautiful Savior, 

King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I'd love thee, 

truly I'd serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

Fair are the meadows, 

fair are the woodlands, 

robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, 

Jesus is purer, 

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

 

 

Fair is the sunshine, 

fair is the moonlight, 

bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer 

than all the angels in the sky. 

 

Beautiful Savior, 

Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, 

praise, adoration, 

now and forevermore be thine! 

 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 Registered Under One License #401128-M
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Greeting: 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie:    (ELW p. 203) 

Canticle of Praise:   (ELW p. 204) 

Prayer of the Day 

Word 

First Reading:  Litany based on the creation story of Genesis 1    (NRSVue)    

P: Glory to you, O God……We praise you, O God. 

C:  We praise you, O God. 

P:  For the Spirit hovering to bring forth life…we bless you, O God: 

C:  We bless you, O God. 

 

P:  For the cosmos beyond our earth…we exalt you, O God: 

C:  We exalt you, O God. 

 

P:  For the seas, the lakes, and the rivers…we magnify you, O God: 

C:  We magnify you, O God. 

 

P:  For the sun to rule the day…we extol you, O God: 

C:  We extol you, O God. 

 

P:  For the fish in the sea…we glorify you, O God: 

C:  We glorify you, O God. 

 

P:  For wild animals and creatures of all kinds…we adore you, O God: 

C:  We adore you, O God. 

 

P:  For humankind made in your image…we worship you, O God: 

C:  We worship you, O God. 

 

P:  Bless us, your creatures…We praise you, O God: 

C:  We praise you, O God. 

 

P:  Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving…our God, forever and ever. 

C:  Amen. 

 
Reprinted from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings  

at Font and Table by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 
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Psalm:   Psalm 148   (NRSVue) 

1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 

2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 

4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created, 

6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away. 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 

8 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God's will; 

9 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 

10 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 

11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 

12 young men and maidens, old and young together. 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth 

and heaven. 

14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the children 

of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 

Second Reading:  Acts 17:22a, 24-28   (NRSVue)   Response: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation:  (ELW p. 205) 

Gospel Reading:   John 1:1-5   (NRSVue) 

Response before the reading:  Glory to you, O Lord.   

Response after the reading:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day:             “For the Beauty of the Earth”   (ELW #879)       

For the beauty of the earth, 

for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies: 

 

     Refrain 

Christ, our God, to thee we raise 

this our sacrifice of praise. 

 

For the wonder of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 

sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain 

 

For the joy of ear and eye, 

for the heart and mind's delight, 

for the mystic harmony 

linking sense to sound and sight:  Refrain 
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For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth and friends above; 

for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain 

 

For each perfect gift of thine, 

peace on earth and joy in heav'n; 

for thyself, best gift divine, 

to our world so freely giv'n:  Refrain 

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt. Registered Under One License #401128-M 

 

The Apostles’ Creed:   (ELW p. 105) 
 

Prayers of Intercession:  Hear us, O God…..Your mercy is great..   

Peace: 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you. 

Offering 

Offering Prayer:  Let us pray.  O God, maker of heaven and earth 

C:  your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 

and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and 

life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

Meal 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.  Lift up your hearts to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Preface 

Holy, Holy, Holy:  (ELW p. 207) 

Words of Institution  

Lord’s Prayer:  (ELW p. 145)   

Invitation to Communion  

Communion  

Table Blessing: 

P:  Now may the body and blood….and keep us in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion:  Let us pay.  God of our salvation, 

C: we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens 

us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in 

the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Benediction:  

R:  May our Creator God bless you and keep you. May Jesus, the Creating Christ, shine through 

you with grace and mercy. May the Creative Spirit nourish you and give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

Closing Hymn:         “Let all Things Now Living”    (ELW #881) 

 

Let all things now living 

a song of thanksgiving 

to God the creator triumphantly raise, 

who fashioned and made us, 

protected and stayed us, 

who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

God's banners are o'er us, 

God's light goes before us, 

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

till shadows have vanished 

and darkness is banished, 

as forward we travel from light into light. 

  

God rules all the forces: 

the stars in their courses 

and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

the hills and the mountains, 

the rivers and fountains, 

the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 

We too should be voicing 

our love and rejoicing; 

with glad adoration a song let us raise 

till all things now living 

unite in thanksgiving: 

"To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt. 

Text © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Registered Under One License #401128-M 

Sending 

Dismissal:  

P:  We go out into the world 

C:  sharing the love of God, spreading the Word of God, and serving the children of God.  

P:  Go in peace. Share the good news of God’s creative and redeeming power. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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